
Greetings Mendobirds,  
 
Thirty-one birders had a pleasant and fun pelagic trip today with Captain Richard Thornton 
(https://anchorcharterboats.com/) on the Kraken. Winds were calm in the morning and picked up 
to moderate from the SW in the afternoon. The dense fog helpfully held off until about an hour 
after the trip. We went WSW to the Navarro Canyon and the continental slope, 18-22 miles from 
shore, then out into the deep water off the continental shelf out to 30 miles and put out two chum 
slicks.  
 
Birds were sparse at first as we traversed the 'salmon water' out to 15 miles off shore. The 
upwelling of this past week followed by two sunny days created a phytoplankton bloom that is 

good for catching salmon and to kick-start this summer's marine food web, but is not that great
for in-situ birdlife. The sea surface temp (SST) was a cold 52 degrees F. About 15 miles from 
shore we began to see whales breaching on the horizon. We passed over a sharp break from the 
salmon water to clear blue pelag

Humpback Whale, Pacific White-sided Dolphins, and Sooty Shearwaters,  photo by Keith Leland 
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Here we encountered most of today's wildlife action: 80-100 feeding, spouting, breaching, spy-
hopping Humpback Whales, included 2-3 'friendlies' that camped under the boat, fu
the clear water and gracing us with their arom
Accompanying this whale frenzy were some 
5,000-10,000 birds, including mostly Sooty 
Shearwaters but also hundreds of Sabine's Gulls
and Pink-footed Shearwaters, dozens of Black-
footed Albatrosses and full-alternate plumaged 
Red-necked and Red Phalaropes, and 1-3 eac
of Fork-tailed Storm-Petrels, Pomarine and
Parasitic Jaegers, Laysan Albatrosses, and 
Northern Fulmars among the regular gulls, 
alcids, Pacific loons, and etc. It was one of 
those rare situations where there were so many 

Laysan Albatross, photo by Keith Leland 
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alifornia coast in April and May. 
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d not find anything different, although surely t
was something good in there. Some 200-300 Pac
White-sided Dolphins sallied and jumped about, 
accompanied by a few Northern Right Whale 
Dolphins, and both species of fur seals and both 
species of sea lions were part of the fray.  
 
Birds were sparser in the deep water although the 
chum slicks attracted more Fork-tailed and Ashy 
Storm-Petrels. Up to 50+ Black-footed and at least 3 
Laysan Albatrosses sat and squabbled within feet of 
the boat. One of the highlights for all were the 
number of Sabine's Gulls, probably 600-800 total, all

around us the entire day, in singles, small groups, and flocks up to 60 or so heading north.
great majority were in full breeding plumage but 
there were others in various stages of molt and with 
nearly entirely white heads, likely first-cycle birds 
(will have to analyze some of the tens of thousands of 
images and videos taken...). On the way home a small 
group of 5+ Elegant Terns passed by heading nor
part of a recent, now-annual, and quickly increasing 
incursion of these up the Central and Northern 

Northern Fur Seal, photo by Peter Pyle 
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A couple of distant possible Murphy's Petrels were 
the only more sought-after species seen (there have 
been much fewer of these encountered off our c
this spring than last spring). But all agreed the whale/shearwater show and 100s of breeding 
plumaged phalaropes a

Fork-tailed Storm-Petrel, photo by Keith 

 
What for some the highlight of the trip was our only 
passerine, at one of the chum slicks, about 25 miles from 
shore, possibly a warbler, no, probably a sparrow, yes, 
possibly, no probably, a Spizella, and Chipping Sparrow 
makes the most sense. Luckily Tim Bray got rather 
incredible (under the circumstances) photos of a nice spring-
plumaged Clay-colored Sparrow! 

Clay-colored Sparrow, photo by Tim Bray 

 
eBird Trip Report by Rob Fowler, with many more images 
of birds: https://ebird.org/tripreport/29220
 
Peter  
 


