
Greetings Mendobirds,  
 
Twenty-three birders had another pleasant and fun pelagic trip today with Captain 
Richard Thornton (https://anchorcharterboats.com/) on the Kraken, on Monday, August 
5th. Based on a weather forecast of increasing NW winds, we decided to hit Noyo 
Canyon to the WNW of Fort Bragg today, rather than heading SW as we have during the 
past two trips. Noyo Canyon is a dramatic deep-water feature, its head extending to just 
eight miles from Noyo Harbor. It deepens 
quickly to 1000's of feet as it snakes its way 
westward and, if this isn't enough, it is 
bisected by the San Andreas Fault, which 
creates offsets, corners, and other features that 
bring nutrient-rich waters to the surface, 
fueling the pelagic marine food web right on 
up to birds, mammals, and sharks.   
 
Winds were light but fog was thick in the 
morning as we made our way to the canyon 
head. Once we hit its eastern end, right on cue 
and despite the fog, we found a smattering of 
pelagic species including Fork-tailed and 
Ashy Storm-Petrels, Pink-footed Shearwaters, 
and our first of ca. 200 Black-footed 
Albatrosses for the day. We continued westward in the fog, not seeing a whole lot except 
for many "egg-yolk jellies" passing below the bow. After an hour or so we were very 
pleased to see a sliver of blue appear to the west, which quickly expanded into glorious 
clear skies and blue-water conditions for the rest of the day. Our enthusiasm was a bit 
tempered, though, when we could see not a single bird or marine mammal anywhere, 
from horizon to horizon! We carried on and soon saw a "wind-shear" to the west, where 

white caps substantially increased. Due to low 
swell we were able to punch through the shear and 
continued west in not-bad conditions, but still did 
not see much if any vertebrate life. 
 
Here's where local knowledge, experience, and 
willingness to get stinky enters the picture. We 
decided to see if a fish-oil slick would change the 
dynamic, and it sure did. Within five minutes of 
zero anything, Black-footed Albatross started 
streaming in, then some gulls, shearwaters, Ashy 
Storm-Petrels, and our first Hawaiian Petrel of the 

day. This species has changed it's foraging range over the past 25 years, the first accepted 
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record off California being from Cordell Bank in August 1997, despite much pelagic 
effort before this. Now it seems almost 
regular in our waters from May to 
September, with five separate birds tallied 
on our May 2023 trip and 5-6 seen over 
Cordell Bank the day before our trip, on 
August 4th. It'd be nice to think that 
increasing populations of this Endangered 
Species in Hawaii has contributed to the 
increase, but I don't believe this is 
occurring. Still, it can't be a bad thing that 
we are now seeing them regularly off our 
coast, some of them likely coming here to 
find food for their chicks back in Hawaii. 
Their flight style is so effortless that they can traverse this distance without a single wing 
beat, in even the lightest of winds.  
 
After leaving the slick, our deckhand Corinne diligently cut up small pieces of an 
albacore carcass, flipping a piece over the stern every minute or so. This resulted in the 
entire flock, consisting of dozens of albatrosses, shearwaters, and gulls, getting up and 
following us southwestward to our next slick location. Attracted to the gaggle were our 
first Sabine's Gulls, 2-3 species of jaegers, the Pomarines in full "spoonage" and putting 
on a show above our heads, and a Tufted Puffin in full breeding plumage circling the boat 
for several minutes. TUPU is a very hard-to-get species in Mendocino waters.  
 
We ended up having time for four slicks 
in and around the canyon, and each time 
the results were just as dramatic as the 
first one. Our third slick resulted in 1-2 
more Hawaiian Petrels just 12 miles 
from shore, some 70-80 Black-footed 
Albatross squabbling behind the boat, 
and 100s of other birds affording 
excellent looks. All trip we tried our 
best for another albatross species under 
these favorable conditions for one, b
wasn't to be on this day. As with the 
Cordell trip, numbers of marine 
mammals were low, the highlight being four Pacific White-sided Dolphins thrilling us 
with their aerial acrobatics. 
 
 
Peter Pyle 
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